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Format

Use the vertical format  
or “French format”

Landscape format  
or “Italian format”

A3

297 mm x 420 mm
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The rule of thirds (1)

Place markers 
to divide the  

poster into 3 parts 
(horizontally 

and vertically). 
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The rule of thirds (2)
This grid will help you to organise the various elements of your  poster  

to give balance to the typesetting.

When this rule is respected, it guarantees that a graphic creation  
is balanced and that it will attract attention.
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Reading direction

Keep 
the poster’s 

reading direction 
in mind to ensure 

a powerful creation 
or to highlight 

a certain element 
on the poster.
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Readable area

The eye cuts out 
edges, corners, and 
angles and ignores 
them. Do not insert 
important elements 
in these areas.
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Breathing spaces

Leave empty spaces to avoid feeling suffocated by the layout. 
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Asymmetry

Give more dynamism to your creation by favouring asymmetry. 
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Choosing colours (1)

Choose a  
harmonious  

colour scheme

Do not use more  
than three  

different colours…

… but use various hues.
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Choosing colours (2)

Two colours  
are complementary  

(and harmonious)  
when they are  

on opposite sides of  
the colour circle. 

To choose  
three harmonious colours,  

just pick a base colour  
and trace an isosceles  
triangle on the colour  

wheel.

You can use the colour wheel to choose your colours.
Green GreenYellow Yellow

Red Red

Magenta Magenta
Blue Blue

Cyan Cyan
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Choosing colours (3)

wisdom, melancholy, serenity, truth…

anger, love, danger, prohibition, violence…

death, sorrow, violence, mystery…

purity, innocence…

Bear in mind the significance of colours.
A few examples: 
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text (1)

text is not mandatory  
but can complement graphic elements.

Do not use long sentences –  
use key words instead.  
Examples: 
• Abolition Now
• Injustice
• No to the death penalty
• Innocent
• • •

Prioritise information.

Example of a powerful poster 
without text / with text only
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text (2)

Readability -  size of the text.

Beware: large writing does not 
necessarily increase readability. .

Use a maximum
of three

different
fonts

UPPER or  lower case? bold or not ?
Vary according to the information’s degree of priority.
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DO

 Go straight to the point

 Make your message understandable by all

 Leave empty spaces

 Favour asymmetry to make your creation more dynamic

 Keep your writing neat

 Use elements of different sizes to give depth

 Proofread your poster
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Example of a poster 
with neat writing.

Example of a poster 
which is straight 
to the point and respects 
the 2/3 – 1/3 rule.

Example of a poster 
with empty spaces: 

Example of a poster 
giving an impression 
of depth.
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DO NOT

  Overload your poster with too many elements

  Use too many different colours

  Use too many different fonts

  Place important elements on the edges of the poster or in its angles

  Use text or images that are too small

  Make spelling mistakes
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Example of a poster overloaded 
with too many different 

colours and elements.

Example of a poster 
with a spelling 
mistake and with 
the wrong orientation 
(horizontal instead 
of vertical).

Example of a poster 
with messy writing.

Example of a poster 
on which the elements 
are too small 
(text and drawing).
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Use your imagination!

Here are a few ideas you could choose from: 

• Juvenile offenders and the death penalty

• Innocence and the death penalty

• The death penalty is racist

• The death penalty is homophobic

• The death penalty affects the most vulnerable

• Families of death row prisoners

• 55 countries across the world still execute

• • •
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All of this is not set in stone and can be questioned,  
that is the role of art.
However, to do so, one must first know its rules

As Georges Brassens* said:

She had the gift, it’s true, I must admit,

She possessed that touch of genius

But without technique, a gift is nothing

But a bad habit**...

*   french singer (1921-1981)
** Le mauvais sujet repenti (The Repentant Bad Seed)


